European

GSOCIBI
Survey

National Technical Summary 2008

Please fill in this form, save, and include it in the deliverables you submit to NSD

Name and address of field work
organisation

Al.1 Data collector, fieldwork organisation(s)
Name:
infas Institut fir angewandte Sozialwissenschaft GmbH, Friedrich-Wilhelm-Strasse 18, 53113 Bonn; Germany

Name of the person who
provided the data to the
archive.

Full name of the country’s
funding agency or agencies.

Al.2 Depositor
National Coordinator Fieldwork Organisation (|

Name: Jan W. van Deth (Silke I. Keil)

A2.1 Funding agency (agencies)
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (German Research Foundation)

The grant number(s) connected
to the funding agency or
agencies.

Field work period (DD/MM/YY).

A2.2 Grant number(s)
DE 630/8-4

A3.1 Date of collection
From: 27/08/09 To: 31/01/09

Mode of data collection, main
guestionnaire

If PAPI used, please specify
how the data were transferred
to an electronic format

A3.2 Mode of data collection, main questionnaire.
. Computer assisted personal interview, CAPI

a
a

. Paper and pencil interview, PAPI
o Data keyed from questionnaire

o Data optically scanned from questionnaire

The language or languages in
which the survey was
conducted.

A3.3 Language(s)

German

Experienced interviewers: have
previously done one or more
interviewing projects

Inexperienced interviewers:
interviewers with no previous
interviewing experience

Please give the exact number

Did the interviewers receive
training in refusal conversion,
either as part of ESS specific
personal briefings or otherwise?

A3.4 Fieldwork procedures
A3.4.1 Interviewer selection
. Total number of interviewers:

227
. Number of experienced
interviewers: ?
. Number of inexperienced 5

interviewers:

A3.4.2 Briefing of interviewers

. How many of the interviewers received ESS

specific personal briefing? 227

. Total length of ESS specific personal briefing(s) per
interviewer:

o Y.dayorless
o Y-1lday

o  more than 1 day

U00CD

0  no ESS specific briefing

. Written ESS specific instructions:

Yes NoD

. Training in refusal conversion:

Yes NoD




Please indicate the type(s)
of employment status(es)
of the interviewers

Please indicate what
type(s) of payment(s) the
interviewers received

Please state the number of
minimum required visits or
attempted visits as well as
any specification on when
they were to take place.

Please state the number of
minimum required calls as
well as any specification on
when they were to take
place.

Was any printed
information material such
as an advance letter, or a
brochure or pamphlet
used?

Please indicate what
type(s) of respondent
incentives were offered

A3.4.3 Employment status of interviewers

. Free-lance interviewers
. Employees of the fieldwork organisation

. Other

oo o

If other, please specify

A3.4.4 Payment of interviewers

. Hourly rate
. Per completed interview

. Assignment fee (set fee for working on a
set of sample units)

. A regular fixed salary

e  Bonus arrangement

o0 OB 0O

. Other

If bonus arrangement or other, please specify:

A3.4.5.a Call schedules, visits
. Number of minimum required visits per respondent/sampling unit in total: 4
o  Number of visits required to be on a weekend: -

o Number of visits required to be in the evening: -

A3.4.5.b ONLY FOR COUNTRIES QUALIFIED FOR FIRST CONTACT BY TELEPHONE
A3.4.5.b Call schedules, telephone
. Number of minimum required calls per respondent (in total):
o Number of calls required to be on a weekend:

o  Number of calls required to be in the evening:

A3.4.6 Use of advance letter

Yes
Yes E

No U
No U

A3.4.7 Use of brochure

A3.4.8 Use of respondent incentives
. No respondent incentives

. Unconditional monetary incentives, paid before
the interview

U0

. Conditional monetary incentives, upon
completion of the interview

s

. Unconditional non-monetary incentives, provided
before the interview

(M

. Conditional non-monetary incentives, upon
completion of the interview

Please specify:

Target persons that took part in an interview received a "give-away"-incentive. The incentive was an “Aktion Mensch”
lottery coupon. "Aktion Mensch" is a well-known German charity organization. The incentive was announced in the
advance letter and in the brochure. Additionally, because of the difficult fieldworkperiod, they got sucessive 10, 20 and

AQ Eoar




Were any other response
enhancing measures used
(e.g. call-center, web-site,
press releases, interviewer
newsletter, additional letter
to target persons,
interviewer motivational
events)? If yes, please
describe these measures

Were there any specific
strategies for refusal
conversion?

Please include information
on number and type of
refusals that were selected
for refusal conversion, who
made the decision about
which cases to recontact
and whether the
conversion attempt was
made by the same or a
different interviewer.

The period in which the
pretest interviews were
held (DD/MM/YY)

A3.4.9 Use of other response enhancing measures (call-center, web-pages, etc.)

Yes @ No D

If yes, please describe:

web-pages of the survey agency and the german team promoted the survey and provided detailed information about
the survey and the ESS-proje

A3.4.10 Strategies for refusal conversion

Yes No D

If yes, please describe:

We tried to "convert" the refusals into realized interviews and to get in touch with the non-contacts. A
CATI-questionnaire was developed. Out of 427 refusals and 266 "hard-to-reach" target persons and 76 persons who
wasn't contacted at that time (=769 contactes persond), 62 interviews could be realized.

Additionally, every interviewer did a basic refusal conversion training during the interviewer training workshops.

A3.4.11 Pretest

From: 19.07.2008 To:  28.07.2008

Number of pretest interviews: 50

Please note that refusals

A3.5 Quality control back-checks

and non-contacts refer to Interviews Refusals Non-contacts
what is considered as the -
final status of the sample Number of units selected for back-check 663 200 50
unit. Number of back-checks achieved 537 20 11
Please see item 5.12 pg Number of units where outcome was 503 16 1
18-19 in the document confirmed
European Social Survey,
Round 4 Specification for Type of back-check: Personal (P), T M P |T M P T M
i *

participating countries” for Telephone (T) or Mail (M) d d d
further information. *Including postcards and self-completion questionnaires

A3.6 Checking of data

A3.6.1 Consistency checks
By consistency we mean Were data checked for consistency? Yes No O

correct use of filters, and
coherent information
provided by the
respondent.

If the data were edited,
please indicate if the filter
instructions always gave
precedence.

If yes, were the data edited?
6] Yes - data corrected individually

a
Q
Q
a
Yes

6] Yes — data corrected automatically
6] Yes — both individual and automatic corrections
o No — no corrections done

Were corrections always done according to filter instructions?

NOD




A3.6.2.a For countries
using CAPI.

Please give a short
description of the
procedures for checking
the CAPI program(s)

A3.6.2.b For countries
using PAPI

Please give the
approximate proportion of
the questionnaires verified.

A3.6.2.c If the
supplementary
questionnaire was
administered as PAPI or
self-completion.

A3.6.2.a Verification of main questionnaire CAPI program(s).

Checking and control of main questionnaire CAPI program(s):

The CAPI program was checked by using a test version of the program before installing it on the interviewer computers.

The tests were done by different members of the National Coordinating Team.

A3.6.2.b Verification of optical scanning or keying of main questionnaire
Was the scanning or keying of the main questionnaire checked?

Yes D

Approximate proportion of the main questionnaires checked:

A3.6.2.c Verification of supplementary questionnaire

If the supplementary questionnaires were scanned or keyed, was
the scanning or keying checked?

Yes D

Approximate proportion of the supplementary questionnaires
checked:

NOD

NOD

A4 Characteristics of the sample

The final response rate will
be calculated according to
“European Social Survey,
Round 4. Specification for
participating countries”
section 5.7 pg 11.

For documentation of
correspondence with the
Contact Form please see
footnote 1 on page 9.

To assist in checking of
table A4.1, X shows the
difference A-(Sum of B to
M,Y, Z)

If all sample units are
accounted for, X will equal
zero.

A4.1 Response and non response, main questionnaire®
Please report numbers not percentages

A. Total number of issued sample units (addresses, households or individuals)

B. Refusal by respondent

C. Refusal by proxy (or household or address refusal)

D. No contact (after at least 4 visits)

E. Language barrier

F. Respondent mentally or physically unable to co-operate throughout fieldwork period

G. Respondent unavailable throughout the fieldwork period for other reasons

H. Address not residential (institution, business/industrial purpose)

. Address not occupied (not occupied, demolished, not yet built)

J.  Address not traceable

K.  Other ineligible address

L.  Respondent moved abroad

M. Respondent deceased

Y. Invalid interviews

Z. Number of valid interviews

X)  Number of sample units not accounted for (A-[Sum of B to M, Y, Z])

6,719

1,663

230

458

122

195

199

17

32

15

476

384

78

98

2,751




A4.2 Response, supplementary questionnaire

Number of completed supplementary questionnaires: 2751

The population statistics
tables can be deposited as
one or several separate
electronic documents at the
Archive web site.

Please indicate here which
tables are/will be
deposited.

The tables can be
deposited in one or several
formats, like Word tables,
SPSS output (spo), SAS
output (Ist)

A4.3 Representativity 2
Please indicate here which of the following population statistics are/will be made available:

1) Age x gender, for the whole country

2)  Age x gender by region

3) Highest obtained education (at least 4 levels), for the whole country
4)  Highest obtained education by region

5) Degree of urbanisation, for the whole country

oooocB

6) Gender x age x education for the whole country

A5 General documentation

Please list the categories in
the variable “Region” in the
dataset.

Please document the
correspondence between
each regional category
and the NUTS
classification®

A5.1.a Region
Categories
1. Schleswig-Holstein
2. Hamburg
3. Niedersachsen
4. Bremen
5. Nordrhein-Westfalen
6. Hessen
7. Rheinland-Pfalz
8. Baden-Wuerttemberg
9. Bayern
10.  saarland
11. Berlin
12. Brandenburg
13. Mecklenburg-Vorpommern
14.  Sachsen
15.  Sachsen-AnhaltThueringen
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

How do the regional categories correspond with the NUTS classification?

he variable region (the German federal states or "Bundeslaender") corresponds with Nuts-Level 1.

Nuts-Codes: Baden-Wuerttemberg: DE1, Bayern: DE2, Berlin: DE3, Brandenburg: DE4, Bremen: DE5, Hamburg: DE6,
Hessen: DE7, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern: DE8, Niedersachsen: DE9, Nordrhein-Westfalen: DEA, Rheinland-Pfalz: DEB,
Saarland: DEC, Sachsen: DED, Sachsen-Anhalt: DEE, Schleswig-Holstein: DEF. Thueringen: DEG.



http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/ramon/nuts/codelist_en.cfm?list=nuts
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/ramon/nuts/codelist_en.cfm?list=nuts

A5.1.b Statistical inference at the regional level

Statistical inference possible at the regional level Yes No

If "No" in A5.1b, please
document how the
regional categories can be
grouped to produce
representative samples for
each regional unit.

Suggested grouping of the regional categories if “No" in A5.1b:

Please prgvide a short A5.2 Educational system
description of the national
categories in the country-
specific variable EDULVxx | In Germany we have 4 years primary school (Grundschule) and after 4 years the children have the decision between

and how they have been | three schooltypes: additional 5 years (=Hauptschule) or additional 7 years (=Realschule) or additional 8/9 years
bridged to the ESS

Description of educational system:

(Gvmnasinm)

education standard Bridging from EDULVxx to EDULVL:
classification (variable F6
"EDULVL") No school-leaving qualification: ISCED-LEVEL 1. Primary school (GRUNDSCHULE): ISCED-level 1. Secondary general

school (HAUPTSCHULE), basic general education, covers grades 5 to 9 or 10. The secondary general school

A5.3 Occupation

Please indicate how the Ab5.3.a Classification used in coding of occupation:
ISCO88 (com) was derived.

1.  First coded to a national classification based on ISCO
and then bridged to match the ISCO88 (com)

2. First coded to a national classification and then bridged Qa
to match the ISCO88 (com)

3. No previous coding, occupation coded directly into the 4- a
digit ISCO88 (com)

Please indicate when the
coding of the verbatim A5.3.b Occupation coding procedures:
recorded questions (F24-
F25a and F39-F41),took
place, as well as the . At the time of the interview D
number of coders used.

When did the coding of occupation for respondent and partner take place?

e Lateron.

Number of occupation coders:

Person(s) doing the coding: Experienced in coding of occupation:

D Yes D No

Please indicate the type(s)
of people coding the
verbatim recorded

. Interviewers

d

questions (F24-F25a and . Researcher at fieldwork organisation a a  ves a nNo
F39-F41) and their ) L
experience with coding of . Other staff at fieldwork organisation a a Yes a No
occupation.

P . Researcher outside fieldwork organisation Yes D No

. Other, please specify:

Please provide a short
description of the
procedures for coding of
occupation as well as for
the routines for checking Short description of coding and checking procedures:
the coding (e.g. checked
against other coders, The codes were controlled by performing several analyses, wild codes were corrected.

against a list of titles,
against coding software)




Please provide a short
description of each
political party in the data
set.

If relevant, please indicate
the left right position of the
political parties in relation
to each other.

Please indicate the party
size, by providing each
party's share of the votes
in the last national
election.

Ab.4 Political parties

a) Political parties (official name and English name)

CDU/CSU: Christian Democratic Union/Christian Social Union. The CSU is the Bavaria-based sister party of the CDU. The
CDU is one of the main national parties, based on Christian values. The social market economy is the basic topic of CDU
policy. SPD: Social Democratic Party. The SPD is the second main national party. It was considered the working class
party for a long time, today it calls itself a mainstream party striving for social justice. FDP: Free Democratic Party. The
FDP upholds the tradition of liberalism, believing in increasing citizens’ responsibility and reducing the role of government.
It has been part of the national government for most of West Germany’s post war history. Buindnis 90/Die Grinen (the

B) Left right bog.tionAof the political parties

(Left) -Die Linke---Biindnis90/Die Grunen--SPD---(Center)---FDP-CDU/CSU------ REPUBLIKANER-NPD (Right)

c) Party size

Share of votes in last national election 2005: SPD: 34,3%, CDU/CSU: 35,2%, Bundnis 90/Griine: 8,1, FDP: 9,8%, Die
Linke: 8,7%, Republikaner: 0,6%, NPD: 1,6%.

Please indicate the number
of votes registered in the
election for the primary
legislative assembly at the
national level.

Please provide a brief
description of the electoral
system for this assembly.

Ab5.5.a Electoral system, votes
. Only one single vote registered

Q

. Two or more votes registered

A5.5.b Description of electoral system

The Basic Law guarantees the right to vote by secret ballot in direct and free elections to every German citizen eighteen
years of age or older. To be eligible to vote, an individual must have resided in a constituency district for at least three
months prior to an election. Officials who are popularly elected include Bundestag deputies at the federal level, Landtag
representatives or senate members at the Land level, and council members at the district and local levels. Executive

Information about the data
source for categories in
show card 73, question
F32.

If data source is a sample
survey

Please observe this deposit
requirement.

NB! For non Euro
currency countries only
Please provide the
exchange rate from
national currency to Euro at
the time of the fieldwork.

A5.6 Income
A5.6.1 Data source for income range categories in question F32

. Name of data source: .
Mikrozensus

. Year of data collection 2007

. Type of data

Sample survey data (for example EU-SILC) a Census data

Data from registers (|

A5.6.2 Description of survey
If data source is a sample survey, give a short description of the sampling design, addressing the following keywords:
Population coverage, sampling frame, initial units (households, individuals), net sample size, representativity

A5.6.3 Frequency table
A frequency table from the data source with “Deciles of the household income range” is required to be deposited at the Archive web
site.

. Frequency table has been deposited a . Frequency table will be deposited d

A5.6.4 Exchange rate
National currency = €




Please provide the official
country specific name(s) of
the legal partnership
type(s) referred to at code
02, 04, 07,08 and 09 in
question F62.

Please indicate if there
have been any changes in
the translation of previously
asked core questions
(sections A, B, C, Fand G)

Please indicate if any

additional country-specific
questions were included in
the national questionnaire.

A7.1.2 and A7.1.3 for
countries with additional
country-specific questions
included in questionnaire

Protocol section B7.

In accordance with data protection regulations in the participating countries, only anonymised data will be made available to users. Before depositing
data to NSD each national team is responsible for checking their data with confidentiality in mind. For further detail please see the ESS 2008 Data

A5.7 Legal marital status
FOR COUNTRIES USING VERSION A OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE FOR QUESTIONS F61 to F68.
Name(s) of legal partnership type(s) referred to at code 02, 04,07,08 and 09 in question F62 in version A of the questionnaire:

Please provide a short definition of the type(s) of legal partnership listed:

A6.1 Changes in translation of core questions

Translation of core questionnaire items changed since round 3

Yes D No @

If yes, please list the question number(s)

A7.1 Additional country-specific questions

]
A7.1.1 Additional country-specific questions included in questionnaire. Yes . No D
A7.1.2 Additional country-specific variables included in dataset deposited to NSD ves Nno
A7.1.3 Documentation of additional country-specific questions delivered to NSD Yes No D
A7.1.4 National weight variable(s) included in dataset deposited to NSD ves@ Nnold

If yes, please specify what type of weight and document:

ESS Round4 weights for Germany.sav

Please confirm that the
listed files have been
anonymised according to
the national or EU
regulations on protection of
individuals with regard to
processing of individual
data.

NB! The checking of
anonymity has to be done
under the premise that all
data files will be merged.

Deposit of raw data and Sample design data files (SDDF) to the ESS data archive at NSD.

Data Files Anonymity ensured
A8.1 Main and supplementary questionnaire, including administrative variables Yes No
A8.2 Interviewer questionnaire Yes No D
A8.3 Contact form Yes a No
A8.4 Parents' occupation Yes El No D

For further detail please
see the ESS 2008 Data
Protocol section B3, B4
and B8.

All direct identifiers in the SDDF and raw data must be removed before deposit to NSD. These data will be treated according to NSD's
license for storing them, as described in the Data Protocol section B3, B4 and B5.

If you have any queries regarding the deposit of these files, or if your country is not included in the EU/EEA agreement on flow of
personal data, http://ec.europa.eu/justice_home/fsj/privacy/thridcountries/index_en.htm, please contact the ESS Data Team at NSD,

essdata@nsd.uib.no



http://ec.europa.eu/justice_home/fsj/privacy/thridcountries/index_en.htm
http://essdata.nsd.uib.no/download.do?operation=0&filename=ESS4_Data_Protocol_e1_1pdf.zip
http://essdata.nsd.uib.no/download.do?operation=0&filename=ESS4_Data_Protocol_e1_1pdf.zip
http://essdata.nsd.uib.no/download.do?operation=0&filename=ESS4_Data_Protocol_e1_1pdf.zip
http://essdata.nsd.uib.no/download.do?operation=0&filename=ESS4_Data_Protocol_e1_1pdf.zip

! A4.1 Response and non response, main questionnaire
The categories B — M correspond with the following “items" in the Contact Forms:

NTS A4.1 Final Contact Form reference

CF6 code 2 or INTERVA code 4

CF6 code 3 or code 4

CF5 code 6 as the final outcome, or CF6 code 9 or code 10

CF6 code 11

CF6 code 6

CF6 code 1, code 5 or codel2

CF12 code 4 or code 5, or for individual sample only CF13 code 2.

CF12 code 1 or code 2 or code 3

CF12 code 6

CF12 code 7

CF6 code 8

S (XR|e|—|T|@|mm|o|O|m

CF6 code 7

2 A4.3 Representativity
Please provide population statistics at the country and regional levels as indicated in the table below.
Please report numbers not percentages.

Distributions / tables Country Region
Age x gender . .
Highest obtained education . .

(if possible)
Degree of urbanisation (if possible) .
Gender x age x education .

Recommended categories:
Age: 15-24, 25-34, 35-44, 45-54, 55-64, 65-74, 75 and older.

Education: Please provide educational categories that correspond with the country specific educational variable (EDLVXX)
(at least 4 levels).

Region: Use the same categories as the region variable in the data set.

® NUTS: http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/ramon/nuts/codelist_en.cfm?list=nuts



http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/ramon/nuts/codelist_en.cfm?list=nuts

	A1: 
	1: infas Institut für angewandte Sozialwissenschaft GmbH, Friedrich-Wilhelm-Strasse 18, 53113 Bonn; Germany
	2 Name: Jan W. van Deth   (Silke I. Keil)
	2: no

	A2: 
	1: Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (German Research Foundation)
	2: DE 630/8-4

	A3: 
	4: 
	2b: 1
	2d: no
	2e: no
	1a: 227
	1b: ?
	1c: ?
	2a: 227
	3a: Yes
	3b: Off
	3c: Off
	3spec: 
	4a: Off
	4b: Yes
	4c: Off
	4d: Off
	4e: Yes
	4f: Off
	4spec: 
	5a_1: 4
	5a_2: -
	5a_3: -
	5b_1: 
	5b_2: 
	5b_3: 
	6: yes
	7: Yes
	8a: Off
	8b: Off
	8c: Yes
	8d: Off
	8e: Off
	8spec: Target persons that took part in an interview received a "give-away"-incentive. The incentive was an “Aktion Mensch” lottery coupon. "Aktion Mensch" is a well-known German charity organization. The incentive was announced in the advance letter and in the brochure.  Additionally, because of the difficult fieldworkperiod, they got sucessive 10, 20 and 40 Euro
	9: yes
	9desc: web-pages of the survey agency and the german team promoted the survey and provided detailed information about the survey and the ESS-proje
	10: yes
	10desc: We tried to "convert" the refusals into realized interviews and to get in touch with the non-contacts. A CATI-questionnaire was developed. Out of 427 refusals and 266 "hard-to-reach" target persons and 76 persons who wasn't contacted at that time (=769 contactes persond), 62 interviews could be realized.  
Additionally, every interviewer did a basic refusal conversion training during the interviewer training workshops. 
	11f: 19.07.2008
	11t: 28.07.2008
	11num: 50

	1From: 27/08/09
	1To: 31/01/09
	3: German
	5: 
	1i: 663
	1r: 200
	1n: 50
	2i: 537
	2r: 20
	2n: 11
	3i: 503
	3r: 16
	3n: 1
	4it: Off
	4im: Yes
	4rp: Off
	4rt: Off
	4rm: Yes
	4np: Off
	4nt: Off
	4nm: Yes

	6: 
	1a: Yes
	1b: Yes
	1c: Yes
	2a: The CAPI program was checked by using a test version of the program before installing it on the interviewer computers. The tests were done by different members of the National Coordinating Team. 
	2_b: Off
	2b: 
	2_c: Off
	2c: 


	A3cap: capi
	A3pap_q: Off
	A3pap_sc: Off
	A4a: 6719
	A4b: 1663
	A4c: 230
	A4d: 458
	A4e: 122
	A4f: 195
	A4g: 199
	A4h: 17
	A4i: 32
	A4j: 15
	A4k: 476
	A4l: 384
	A4m: 78
	A4y: 98
	A4z: 2751
	A4X: 1
	A4: 
	3: 
	5: Yes
	6: Yes
	1: Yes
	2: Yes
	3: Yes
	4: Off

	2: 2751

	A5: 
	1: 
	1: Schleswig-Holstein
	2: Hamburg
	3: Niedersachsen
	4: Bremen
	5: Nordrhein-Westfalen
	6: Hessen
	7: Rheinland-Pfalz
	8: Baden-Wuerttemberg
	9: Bayern
	10: Saarland
	11: Berlin
	12: Brandenburg
	13: Mecklenburg-Vorpommern
	14: Sachsen
	15: Sachsen-AnhaltThueringen
	16: 
	17: 
	18: 
	19: 
	20: 

	1NUTS: he variable region (the German federal states or "Bundeslaender") corresponds with Nuts-Level 1. 
Nuts-Codes:  Baden-Wuerttemberg: DE1, Bayern: DE2, Berlin: DE3, Brandenburg: DE4, Bremen: DE5, Hamburg: DE6, Hessen: DE7, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern: DE8, Niedersachsen: DE9, Nordrhein-Westfalen: DEA, Rheinland-Pfalz: DEB, Saarland: DEC, Sachsen: DED, Sachsen-Anhalt: DEE, Schleswig-Holstein: DEF. Thueringen: DEG.
	1b: yes
	1bgroup: 
	2desc: In Germany we have 4 years primary school (Grundschule) and after 4 years the children have the decision between three schooltypes: additional 5 years (=Hauptschule) or additional 7 years (=Realschule) or additional 8/9 years (Gymnasium)
	3_O: Yes
	3: 
	b: 3
	b_nr: 
	b_specify: 
	b_proced: The codes were controlled by performing several analyses, wild codes were corrected. 
	bI: Off
	bR: Off
	bO: Off
	bRO: Yes

	2bridg: No school-leaving qualification: ISCED-LEVEL 1. Primary school (GRUNDSCHULE): ISCED-level 1. Secondary general school (HAUPTSCHULE), basic general education, covers grades 5 to 9 or 10. The secondary general school certificate is generally used to enter vocational training programs: ISCED-level 2. The intermediate school (REALSCHULE) covers six years of schooling, grades 5 to 10, intermediate school certificate qualifying to continue at upper-level schools such as full-time vocational schools: ISCED-level 2. Grammar school (GYMNASIUM), nine-year secondary school, gives a comprehensive general education. Completing 13 years of schooling leads to a general higher education entrance qualification and entitles the recipient to study at a university or equivalent institution: ISCED-level 3. If a general vocational training program is attended and, as part of the training, a part-time vocational school until at least the age of 18 is attended: ISCED-Level 3. Higher education entrance qualification for the non-university sector (FACHHOCHSCHUL-
REIFE): ISCED-level 3. Higher education entrance qualification (GYMNASIUM/FACHHOCHSCHULREIFE) + apprentice-
ship or vocational training: ISCED-level 4.  Master or technician: ISCED-level 5. Conferral of a doctorate, state doctorate (PROMOTION, HABILITATION): ISCED-Level 6.  ISCED-level 0 is not covered in Germany. 
	7_part: 
	7_def: 
	3b_exp1: Off
	3b_exp2: Off
	3b_exp3: Off
	3b_exp4: yes
	4a: CDU/CSU: Christian Democratic Union/Christian Social Union. The CSU is the Bavaria-based sister party of the CDU. The CDU is one of the main national parties, based on Christian values. The social market economy is the basic topic of CDU policy. SPD: Social Democratic Party. The SPD is the second main national party. It was considered the working class party for a long time, today it calls itself a mainstream party striving for social justice. FDP: Free Democratic Party. The FDP upholds the tradition of liberalism, believing in increasing citizens’ responsibility and reducing the role of government. It has been part of the national government for most of West Germany’s post war history. Bündnis 90/Die Grünen (the Green party). The Greens are a grassroots democratic party committed to promoting environmental issues, pacifism and equal rights. Die Linke (the Left Party)  is a cooperation between the PDS (Party of Democratic Socialism, former SED) and the WASG (Labour and Social Justice – The Electoral Alternative), which was founded in 2004 by former SPD-members and trade unionists and became a political party in 2005. In June 2007, the two parties will merge into Die Linkspartei or Die Linke (The Left) . REPUBLIKANER: Republican Party.The party covers nationalistic issues like fighting against "foreignization" and the process of European Unification. NPD: National Democratic Party. The right-wing extremist party covers nationalistic issues like the REPUBLIKANER party, but is even more extreme and is closer to the Neo-Nazi-milieu. 
	4b: (Left) -Die Linke---Bündnis90/Die Grünen--SPD---(Center)---FDP-CDU/CSU------REPUBLIKANER-NPD (Right)
	4c: Share of votes in last national election 2005: SPD: 34,3%, CDU/CSU: 35,2%, Bündnis 90/Grüne: 8,1, FDP: 9,8%, Die Linke: 8,7%, Republikaner: 0,6%, NPD: 1,6%.
	5a: 3
	5b: The Basic Law guarantees the right to vote by secret ballot in direct and free elections to every German citizen eighteen years of age or older. To be eligible to vote, an individual must have resided in a constituency district for at least three months prior to an election. Officials who are popularly elected include Bundestag deputies at the federal level, Landtag representatives or senate members at the Land level, and council members at the district and local levels. Executive officials typically are not chosen in popular, direct elections; however, in a minority of municipalities the mayor is elected by popular vote. Elections usually are held every four years at all levels. Elections at the federal, Land, and local levels are not held simultaneously, as in the United States, but rather are staggered. As a result, electoral campaigns are almost always under way, and each election is viewed as a test of the federal government's popularity and the strength of the opposition. All elections are held on Sunday.
Under the German electoral system, each voter casts two ballots in a Bundestag election. The elector's first vote is cast for a candidate running to represent a particular district. The candidate who receives a plurality of votes becomes the district representative. Germany is divided into 328 electoral districts with roughly 180,000 voters in each district. Half of the Bundestag members are directly elected from these districts. The second ballot is cast for a particular political party. These second votes determine each party's share of the popular vote.
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